7th Grade WORLD GEOGRAPHY

Mr. Jacob Osborne

PHONE:  359-7050, ext. 19405
EMAIL:  osbornej@carthagetigers.org 
WEBSITE: www.osbornegeography.edublogs.org
CLASS PROCEDURES
COURSE DESCRIPTION

In this class we will learn about the world by studying culture, economics, governments, landforms, landmarks, and history.

In the 1st semester, we will learn about the United States, Canada, and Latin America. During the 2nd semester, we will learn about the Middle East, Africa, Southeast Asia, and we will finish the year learning about Europe.

Students will have this class for one semester with the emphasis being on using technological tools to create an environment of creativity, research, problem solving, critical thinking and cooperative learning.
REQUIRED SUPPLIES

Everyday bring a writing utensil, paper, and your Tiger Tracker Planner. If you could bring a box of tissue, it would be greatly appreciated. 
Another supply that is needed is earbuds. We will be using computers daily so you will frequently have to listen to instruction from the computer. It is suggested that you bring your own, inexpensive pair of earbuds. If you bring them and want to leave them in my room, I will have a place to store them. If you want to bring your own set of headphones, you may, but you won’t be able to store them in my room. 

GRADING POLICY

Grades are based on a variety of assignments: projects, tests, quizzes, presentations, and participation. Grades are based on the grading scale established by the school. 
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95 - 100%

B-
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67 – 69%
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 0 – 59%
Percentages are figured by dividing the number correct by the number possible and then multiplying by 100.  NOTE:  Any assignment not submitted receives a 0%.

EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENT BEHAVIOR
Be Respectful, Be Ready, and Be Responsible
Clean up and take care of your area/station. Every student starts with 100 community points at the beginning of the semester. It’s your job each day to make sure that your area is taken care of so you can keep your points. 

CONSEQUENCES FOR INAPPROPRIATE BEHAVIOR
The guidelines in the student handbook will be followed for inappropriate behavior choices.  If a student chooses to behave in a manner hindering the learning process, the following steps may occur:

1.   Verbal warning

2. Loss of computer privileges. 
3. Student will remain after class for a brief conference with teacher

4. If behavior continues to persist or worsens, a disciplinary referral will be issued according to student handbook guidelines

Consequences vary according to the severity and/or frequency of the offense as determined by the teacher.

PARTNERING
Students will work with a partner for approximately 2 weeks. Then new partners/seats will be given. Partners are determined at random unless certain students aren’t working like they should. Then they will either be working by themselves or they will be partnered with another student that wasn’t working hard. Both partners are expected to work together and participate on assignments each day. If you choose to work on other class’s assignments when you are supposed to be working on this class’s assignments, your other class’s work will be taken and thrown away. 

MAKE-UP WORK
Attending each class is vital to your learning.  When you are absent, you miss important information and discussions.  However, if you must miss class, YOU are responsible to find out what work has been missed.  Generally, one school day per day missed plus one day is allowed for make-up work (not exceeding 5).  Students may check the class website to get their assignment and materials. Students will not be reminded of make-up work.  It is the student’s responsibility to make up work that is missed.  Failure of the student to accept this responsibility will result in the teacher following the Late Work policy.  Students are expected to discuss with the teacher arrangements to make up any tests missed. These must be made up as soon as possible and may have to be made up before or after school.

LATE WORK
Each assignment given will have 2 deadlines. The first deadline is the partner deadline. That deadline is your final day with that partner. You will be given no more class time to work on your assignments with that partner after that day. The final deadline is the Friday the first deadline. In most cases, that will give you an extra week to finish assignments without any penalty. All other late work turned in will receive a maximum of 50%.  No late work will be accepted past the end of the unit or the quarter.
WEBSITE

There is a class website that students will log into everyday they come to class. All assignments and directions for each day’s work will be posted here. The address is: www.osbornegeography.edublogs.org 

HALL PASSES

Students should not be in the hall during class periods except on an emergency basis (as determined by the teacher).  Students given permission to be in the hall during class MUST have the hall pass in your TIGER TRACKS planner signed by the teacher.  Therefore, you should carry your planner to every class.  Hall passes will be issued on an emergency basis only (as determined by the teacher). 
TARDIES

Students will be considered tardy if they are not in their seats beginning the work on the board when the tardy bell rings.  (See student handbook in your planner for consequences for tardies.)

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES

Each student should be familiar with these procedures that are also posted in the classroom.  Students are expected to be silent (no talking) when following emergency procedures in order to keep everyone safe and in order to hear directions given.
FIRE:
(continuous sounding siren or rapid succession of bells)
Use west stairway to west main exit (1), keep to right, to sidewalk and turn north
TORNADO:
(You will be informed by teacher or by intercom)
Use west stairway.  Keep to the left side of stairs.  Go to first floor main hall.  Turn south as far as possible.  Line up against or near west wall.  Sit down facing wall and place book or hands over head/neck. Teacher will check roll.  Students should remain silent.
EARTHQUAKE:  (You will be informed by teacher, by intercom, or by the sudden occurrence.)

IF INDOORS( Take cover under a desk or table or against inside walls/doorways.  Stay away from glass, windows, and outside doors.  As soon as quake ends, exit the building following fire evacuation policy.  Wait quietly outside for directions.
IF OUTDOORS(  Move away from buildings and utility wires.  Stay in an open area.  Do not re-enter or go near buildings.  Wait quietly outside for directions.
